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Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) Roundtable Draft Meeting Summary 
October 11, 2018 | 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM 

Youngstown Cultural Arts Center: 4408 Delridge Way SW, Seattle, WA 98106 
Draft v. 11-7-18 

 
Welcome and Introductions  
Elly Hale, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Remedial Project Manager, welcomed the group. 
Betsy Daniels, Triangle Associates, led a round of introductions. See Attachment A for participants. Betsy 
reminded the group that the purpose of the Roundtable is to mitigate the effects of the Lower 
Duwamish Waterway (LDW) Superfund cleanup on the community by providing a forum for affected 
parties to make recommendations for EPA to consider. Additionally, the format of the Roundtable 
allows affected communities to hear each other’s’ perspectives. Betsy reminded meeting participants 
that the Roundtable is not a decision-making forum, nor is it a forum to revise the Record of Decision 
(ROD).  

 
Roundtable Involvement in Remedial Design/Remedial Action 
Elly Hale shared the key cleanup milestones that the Roundtable will provide input on, which for 
remedial design (RD) phase include the 30% remedial design, 60% remedial design, and community 
outreach and communications. For the remedial action (RA) phase, the opportunities for input include 
the Remedial Action Work Plan and responding to construction impacts on business and residents.  
 
The Lower Duwamish Waterway Group (LDWG), under EPA oversight, is starting RD for the Upper Reach 
of the LDW. EPA will need to decide whether to complete the RD/RA for the Middle and Lower Reach 
concurrently or in sequence. The Upper Reach RD is expected to take at least four years. EPA expects to 
negotiate an agreement to pay for the RA of the Upper Reach, along with RD/RA for the Middle and 
Lower Reach, with a larger group of potentially responsible parties (PRPs). The Washington State 
Department of Ecology is responsible for control of the sources of pollution to the sediments, and 
sediment cleanup will start once EPA agrees that upland sources are unlikely to cause recontamination 
above ROD action levels. Ecology will make recommendations about the “sufficiency” of source control 
area by area going from upstream to downstream. 
 
Roundtable Operating Procedures 
Sophie Glass, Triangle Associates, provided an overview of the draft Roundtable Operating Procedures 
and highlighted the following points: 
 

• Compensating community members:  

Task Entity Responsible 
Contact Elly (Hale.Elly@epa.gov) to review the Design Strategy Report. Roundtable and Caucus 

Members 
Coordinate with other caucus members to agree upon representation and 
communication preferences prior to the next Roundtable meeting. 

Roundtable and Caucus 
Members 

Consider whether you would like to serve on the Roundtable Steering 
Committee to help EPA develop agendas for Roundtable meetings. 

Roundtable Members 

Suggest Roundtable agenda topics for the next meeting to Triangle 
Associates (sglass@triangleassociates.com) or EPA 
(Congdon.Julie@epa.gov) by January 15 (six weeks prior to next meeting). 

Roundtable and Caucus 
Members 

mailto:Hale.Elly@epa.gov
mailto:sglass@triangleassociates.com
mailto:Congdon.Julie@epa.gov
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o EPA is not permitted to provide financial stipends to community members for their 
participation. Other entities (e.g. government agencies, foundations, nonprofit 
organizations, businesses, etc.) may independently provide community participation 
stipends, but EPA cannot direct entities to do this or be involved in decisions about 
compensation. 

o Triangle Associates has independently submitted a grant application for the City of 
Seattle’s Duwamish River Opportunity Fund for the participation of community 
members on the Roundtable. The results of the application are expected in November 
2018.  
 

• Conflict of interest: To ensure the integrity of the Lower Duwamish Waterway Roundtable, the 
Roundtable procedures require that members, including resource members, disclose conflicts of 
interests with EPA and other Roundtable members. The Roundtable will assess options to 
address the conflict of interest through temporary or permanent modifications to the 
Roundtable/caucus member’s participation (see page 5 of the Operating Procedures). 
 

• Consensus: Since the Roundtable will only be making recommendations to EPA and will not be 
making decisions, there is no need for the full Roundtable to come to consensus on 
recommendations. However, a recommendation will have more weight if it incorporates and 
integrates input from all members. 
 

• Work plan and topics: The draft Administrative Order on Consent 4 (AOC 4) Schedule on pg. 52 
of the meeting packet can be referenced for information about when submittals are due. A 
preliminary graphic schedule of the Upper Reach design is available on the Roundtable website. 
After the initial submittals, many due dates are determined by EPA comment letters or 
approvals, so this schedule may change.  
 

• Roundtable Steering Committee:  
o The Roundtable Steering Committee will coordinate with EPA to guide the work of the 

Roundtable, including soliciting agenda topics, drafting meeting agendas, developing 
Roundtable work plans, and other duties as assigned. Roundtable members should 
consider participation on the committee.  

o Roundtable Members can submit an agenda topic request to EPA and the Steering 
Committee at least six weeks prior to a Roundtable meeting.  
 

• Meeting schedule: The Roundtable will meet approximately three times per year, depending on 
the cleanup activities. To the extent possible, meeting materials will be distributed at least a 
month in advance to allow coordination amongst Roundtable and caucus members.  
 

• Caucus representation: Each caucus will have a lead (or leads) who serve as the primary point of 
contact for EPA and the facilitator. Caucus Leads will be responsible for maintaining 
communication with their caucus members. Each caucus will internally determine how leads will 
be selected. 

 
James Rasmussen, Community Advisory Group (Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory 
Group), encouraged representation from Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 9 and from non-PRP 

https://www.duwamishwaterwayroundtable.org/meetings/
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local government. He also asked how labor unions would be involved in the Roundtable and what the 
procedure would be for adding new caucuses. Sophie responded that labor unions would potentially 
participate through the business caucuses and that new caucuses would be formed through approval 
from EPA and the Roundtable. She clarified that the ad-hoc seat is an open seat for an unrepresented 
interest to participate at any time. Sophie also noted the list of parties that were met with during the 
development of the Roundtable, referenced in the Memo on Roundtable Development (handout 
provided and also found on the LDW Roundtable website). Some parties have elected not to participate 
at this time due to lack of capacity.  
 
Through feedback on the draft Roundtable Operating Procedures, Triangle identified three possible 
additional stakeholder groups: recreational river users, fishers, and youth and educators. Recreational 
river users have organized as a caucus. Representatives for a fishers caucus have not yet been identified. 
Youth and their educators, previously interested in being a caucus, have decided to participate through 
the Community Advisory Group (CAG) Caucus. Peter Donaldson, Sustainability Ambassadors, and the 
Equity Advocacy Interns shared that they will be Roundtable observers as part of a year-long 
Sustainability Ambassadors training program that works to advance the goals of the Duwamish Valley 
Action Plan. 

 
Baseline Sampling Technical Updates 
Elly Hale provided an overview of the preliminary results of baseline sampling and highlighted the 
following points: 

o The Baseline sampling maps (found here) show the locations and results of baseline sediment 
samples. The approach used to locate samples and to combine (composite) sediment samples 
for analysis will likely be repeated in future, for comparison to baseline and the cleanup levels. 
Different sampling strategies will be used to delineate cleanup areas during remedial design.  

o The early action cleanups, which were predicted to reduce average PCB levels by half, appear to 
have done so. Other contaminants also show lower concentrations as predicted.  

o The fish and crab data collected in 2017 are available online. Clam samples were collected in 
2018, and the results will be available soon.  

o All of the 2017 and 2018 data collected by LDWG under AOC3 will be presented and discussed in 
a Data Evaluation Report expected this winter. 

o The Carbon Amendment Pilot Study has baseline and Year 1 data so far. Two more years of 
monitoring are planned.  

o EPA will provide an update on the work being done and the 2019 Institutional Controls (IC) 
Program Work Plan at the November 7 LDW Stakeholders meetings. 

o To review the Design Strategy Recommendations Report, contact Elly (Hale.Elly@epa.gov).  
 
Soliciting Ideas for Additional Roundtable Meeting Topics 
Sophie solicited the following recommendations for EPA to consider for future Roundtable meeting 
agenda topics: 

o Barge vessel traffic 
o Tribal fishing 
o Tug boat operations 
o Public health and the impacts of pollutants  
o Community Health and Safety Plan  
o Dredging and coordination with other dredging projects 
o Climate change adaptation and sea level rise 

https://www.duwamishwaterwayroundtable.org/trainingmaterials/
http://www.triangleassociates.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Map-Folio-2018-09-27.pdf
mailto:Hale.Elly@epa.gov


DRAFT DOCUMENT    

Page 4 of 5 
 

o Displacement 
o Habitat restoration in an industrial area 
o Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) 

 
Opportunity for Comments and Questions from Non-Members 
Betsy shared that opportunities for non-Roundtable members to provide comments at the end of 
Roundtable meetings do not constitute formal public comments that are posted in EPA’s or others’ 
dockets and that EPA and Roundtable members are not expected to respond to the comments.  
 
Samad Aidane expressed his interest in the LDW Superfund Cleanup and referenced his research on how 
to help organizations build inclusive leadership cultures that fully engage an increasingly diverse array of 
stakeholders. 
 
Peter Donaldson shared his appreciation for the opportunity given to the youth and expressed interest 
in having presentations from Roundtable members such as the Department of Ecology and the 
University of Washington at the students’ high schools.  
 
Joanna Florer, Port of Seattle, asked whether there are other public processes in place to provide input 
on the remedial design and action. Elly Hale responded that Roundtable is the primary opportunity for 
the public to provide input to remedial design and action. There is no formal comment period required 
under Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability (CERCLA) after the 
Proposed Plan.  

 
Next Steps and Wrap Up 
Sophie Glass recommended that Roundtable members and caucuses coordinate internally on their 
representation and communication preferences prior to the next Roundtable meeting on Wednesday, 
February 27, 2018 from 3:30-5:30pm, location TBD.  
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Attachment A: Roundtable Members and Observers in Attendance 
Name Affiliation (Alphabetical) 
Brian Anderson Boeing 
Heather Griffin Chief Sealth High School  
Alberto Rodriguez City of Seattle Office of Sustainability 
Kevin Burrell City of Seattle Public Utilities 
Russell Betteridge City of Tukwila 
Tasya Gray Dalton, Olmsted & Fuglevand 
BJ Cummings Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory Group 
James Rasmussen Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition/Technical Advisory Group  
Penni Cocking Duwamish Valley Neighborhood Preservation Coalition 
Erin Povak ECOSS 
Angel Jaime Rodriguez Equity Advocacy Intern 
Clarissa Perez Equity Advocacy Intern 
Cesar Lopez Equity Advocacy Intern 
Sebastian Hermandez Equity Advocacy Intern 
Charlie Omana Highland Park Action Committee 
Jonathan Hall Lafarge 
Dave Gering Manufacturing Industrial Council 
Joanna Florer Port of Seattle 
Shirlee Tan Public Health Seattle King County 
Angel Grace Duwamish Yacht Club 
Pat Dolan  Duwamish Paddle Club 
Deborah Williams Resident 
Cassandra Hougton Sustainability Ambassadors 
Peter Donaldson Sustainability Ambassadors 
Sabine Datum TLG/South Park Marina 
Tom Burbacher University of Washington  
Elly Hale US Environmental Protection Agency 
Julie Congdon US Environmental Protection Agency 
Amy White WA Department of Ecology 
Dave McBride WA Department of Health 
Rein Attemann WA Environmental Council  
Ben Wilkinson Washington State Department of Transportation 
Doug Osterman Water Resource Inventory Area 9  
 
Betsy Daniels Triangle Associates 
Sophie Glass Triangle Associates 
Mishu Pham-Whipple  Triangle Associates 

 


